
REMINISCENCES OF OLD WINNSBORO

Copied from hand-written copy which is on stationery of the Winnsboro
Post Office which is imprinted with the name of Preston Rion as
Pos-t^mas-jier. The date stamped on it is Jan. 3, 1906

When I can first recollect Winnsboro, the corporate limits, of the

to-wn extended from where Mr. George W. Crawf ^ ,

to the corner, above where George B. McMaster (This place

was then occupied by Gen. John Buchanan)-

That part of the to-wn from McCants* Corner to Douglass* was called

^a^l^ill^- ̂  Cap^ James N. Shedd built the house, now occupied hj
ars

live, and on the Walker lot was the saw mill, grist and flour mill
m

of Osmund Woodward, the Rion house was built by James Phillips,

the brother of R. W. Phillips and was occupied by Mansel Hall, where

the Boylstoni^is, was an old field and the Cureton house was Dr.

Cai^ Clarke's home- Mrs. Dwi^t's house was a store which came
out to the edge of the pavement and Robert Clarke of Maryland was

. A4 S. Douglass; the Prices lived in the house, where the ote<

the proprietor. The Cor^)r house was occupied by Thomas Ligon, and
his carpenter shop was at the rear end of the lot. The Frank Clarke

house wa&occupied by Robert S. Ketchin,the father of T. H. Ketchin,
(S) . . as

and James B. McCants lived where J. G. McCants now lives. Cam^ell's

flouruijiill was just north of where Creight's warehouse now is and Lejr^
Huntrngton dressed granite, where the big oak stands by the Passenger

Depot.aiiS& Matfeias Clark lived where th^ Hanahans now live across the
Railroad. The Ketchin house was Mrs.^-CT. Ladd's female school, and

there^-was no house, where G. W. Crawford's house now stands. The
(1 (i J

Mit^5®ll*s, from Charleston, lived where W. A. Beaty lives- Dr. R.A.
Bud^ian next and G.A. White's house was the home of Winnsb^^Lodge
# 11- Joh^?iiillips lived where Tom Phillips now is- J.O. ̂ ^'s
was the office of the News and Herald which was published by Francis

•  • • ^Britton and edited by Franklin Gaillard- Osborne «^mes had a store
on the Corner, now occupied by S. fJ. Dunn, OsmunoWoodward lived

where Judge Osmund Woodward Buchanan-^ow lives, L.^^?Duval lived
in the Macfie house, Mrs. Sarah F. du Bose lived in Dr. J. C.

Buchanan's house, and Dr. TTr. Robertson lived, where the Tennants

CL
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live.

The granite building that belongs to Lauderdale andBryson was

a brick building and the first story was occupied by Ketcliin (R. S.)

and MdMaster (G. H.) as a Drug Store and Dry Goods store, R. S. Des

Portes and Middleton Armstrong were and ̂ he second story
was the home of De Kalb Lodge I.O.O.F. Old man FraiS^lder's furn
iture store and repair sho^a^_^bout where the News and H^^ld office
now is (was), nea^jsfas Samuei^lackson Tailor shop and Krem^'s Shoe
shop, then Aunt Jtet?ida Rosborough had a small wooden building, where
John Russell now lives and dispensdc/: persimmon beer and gingers to

such men as Lawyers Dave McDowelljj John B. McCall, R. B* Boylston ̂
and Judge James M. Rutland, D.R/^lkin occupied the Store of A. R.

C33O •
Cathcart and George W. Woodward liv^ in a brick house, where Wil-
liford's Stable now stands. The B^^ building was built aaii> David
Aiken, the grandfather of Dr. David A^^ and the second story was
occupied by Joseph D. Aiken^. A. D. Hilliardkept a grocery store

where R. W. Phillips now has a store and Agn^^-^^gcCully had^a
T  -uAx v.ci4-T.rc»oYi "PTriHips* and the Lauderdale^/lived wherehardware store,
of George R. Lauoerdalg) (37y rr j. -u'
George now lives- Robert Sh^, the grandfather of Shaw Ketchi^-
had a Jewelry store, where J. D. McCarley now lives- Old man ̂ ftlCker
had a bakery where the Post Office now stands and part of his oven is
still back of the Post Office- (Ma^son Stuber was next door was
inserted but struck out)- Capt Ja^ Phinney, the father of Miss
Nannie Phinney, Kept Store aboutL where R. A. Buchanan's store is and
Ma^fis^ri^^as next Door- Geo.^W. Parker , had a tailor shop where
Turner's store is anJ_JDhn iRTT Propst had a Dry Goods store where L.

Landecker's is. Sal^^^Wolfe lived where^^M. Chandler's Store is
and had a store in first stony- Leaventri^t and Oxner Kept;|where
Seigler holds forth and ClarT^'s store was the law •

office of R. B. Boylston- Toliver'^Oxner lived upstairs- Mark Doty's
store was b\allt by David Aiken and was the store of the town in that
day*- Luc^^ a free negro, lived in enframe house, where K.R.
McMaster's store now stands- The Airfield Hotel, kept by Maj. C.W.
Faucett, was where T.H. Ketchin's now is and the house occupied by
J.B^^^ailey was the stable of the Fairfield Hotel and we boys used
to enjoy ourselves laying in the troughs, pulling bristles out the

(2)
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Tenessee hogs and selling them to Old Man Kinney Elliott, to fill

gin brumes- Col. Hu^^Miller lived next to Fairfield Hotel and
David CSmpbell, the grandfather of W.S. Weir, lived on vacant lot

next to W.H. Willingham's and had a gin shop, under the white Oak tree,

opposite to theji^ames R. Aiken lot now owned by W.H. Flenniken.

The Winnsbofo Hotel was run by James Gamble and had a long

Piazza, the whole length of__the front. The office of the Hotel was

in the Nor-^^gji part of Garden's Dining room was in
rear of MCMaster's Drug Store. Creigr^ (W.B.) and Simminton had a

hardware store, where Caldwell now has Dry Goods St^e-MasDn Chand

ler lived where M.W. Doty's store now is. Gerig ̂ d Chandl<

harness shop was where Owens Live stock Co. sffytx George Schorb

occupied the house Mrs. J. It. McMaster lived in and had a marble

yard in the rear- Dr. KT^cMaster Sr. had Drug store, where J.H..
ijCMastJ^r now is- Fran<!^ Gerig in the Cathcart House- Old Man
Char^^^athcart lived where D.H. Robertson now lives and there was a
store in the South end of building- H.L. Elliott,Sr. lived in South

End of McMastSr Hotel- Old Man John McMaster, grandfather of J.H.

McMaster ran the McMaster Hotel and you-.went down the steps at North

end of Hotel dnto the Piazza of the PoSt^ffice, which stood, where
Berry Ann now has a Restaurant.

John McMaster was Postmaster for 40 years. J.M. Elliott lived

where^Mrs. Elliott now lives and had a gin shCp next door- Rev.
jog^ah Of>ear lived where Mrs. J. A. Williford now lives and had a

private school and Miss Phinny, a Northern lady taught the smallest

boys- James R.^^ken, the father of William D. Aiken of Charlotte,

N.e, lived on the vacant lot now owned by Mrs. Williford- Gen.John

BucMnan lived where G.B. McMaster now lives, but the house w^^^
burnt. Just a little west of North of this house stood the Old Corn-

•wallis house, where Gen. CornwalL^ had his headquarters , during
the Revolutionary War- The Episcopal Church stood , where the Epis
copal Cemetftry now is and was burnt by Sherman ®s Army- They also had
a church burned by the Doty fire, where the bj.iLcksmith Shop of
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La'zarus Johnson now stands- Jojta'^rcell, the Carpenter, lived where
lives and MS^rmick where W.W. Ketchin now lives-

The Seceaer Church, a wooden building, was on the corner, where their
cemetery now is and Rev. C.B. Betts, was their pastor and old man
James McDowell agd J. M. Elliott were the sleeping Elders of the
church-Rev, G.vHsoggs, the father of^Rev. W.E. Boggs lived, where
Andrew Timms lives now- Old man John MCKinney lived on the corner,

^^iJ^tosh the blacksmith now lives- La Fayette anji-Jake Poteet
lived where the Mackorkls now own- Judge James Ma I^Hand lived
where James Mac Fie now lives* and Creight lived, where Jim
Smith now lives and his shop was on'%rner, where T.H. Ketchin, now
lives and what a time, we boys had, driving the old blind horse, to
the horse power grist mill of old man Mc Creight*s- ^mund^. Thomp
son lived where Mrs. Quattlebaum now lives- Miss Peggie Barclay, the
grand Aunt of Mrs. J.J. Neil lived on vacant iQiif now owned by A.S.-

Douglas, opposite to Dr. Quattlebaum- James EXliott, the grandfather
of T.K. Elliott lived on Corner where Baptist Church no^ stands- Dr.
J.H. Carlisle * s "rather lived next to W.H. S.- David Aiken's bapirand
gin house were on Corner, where Power house, now is. Baker HcC^ight's
school house, was where Mrs. Polly Will^grd lives-Dr. W.E. 2Qken
lived, where John Harden lives- John H. Propst lived where the Presby-
.  • t

terian Parsonage now is:- Samuel johnstoh lived in the present Seceder
(SS)Parsonage and John BrncCall, who married Gen. JPJ^ Bratton*s sister.

lived where J.L. Richmond now lives and Miss Libby Smith lived where
th^rpickey*s live- where the Episcopal Church now stands was the
staTble of Samuel Johnston.

James S. ̂^^ewart,_t^he father of Mrs. W.C. Beaty lived, where J.J.
Niel resides and Mrs. Mishet, the grandmo^^r of Mrs. Beaty lived
where W.C. Beaty now resides- Rev. Malcolm Eraser lived where Mrs.

Martin now lives. _^elden and Thomas Smart lived where Mrs. M.C. Rabb
Thomas JorHan,Sr. lived where R.N. McMaster now lives and
. CfjJhis carriage"^^tory was North of the store now occupied by John M.

Smith. Henry^Williams, the father of^J.E. Williams, lived in cottage
North-East of Thos. Jordan- Dr. William Bratton, father of Gen. John

and Dr. William,Jr. lived, where C.A. Stevenson now lives and Lawyer

(3)
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(JO^ 4rCt7ris /)tcT)o}r0,li^ ^ ,
David McDowell, vhere Mrs. Tirzah Elliott nc^^ves. A.D. Milliard
lived where J.L. Robinson now lives. Th^^lmas (Spaniards) lived
where John Stevenson now lives and William Ellison, brother of R.E.
Ellison,Sr.,lived where A.R.P. Church now stands and I was bornji^n this
house.

The Honorable Joseph Woodward, father late Mrs. Hattie
W. Palmer, of Ridgeway, S.C. lived with Mrs.

law, where James P. Caldwell now lives- Sheriff Voung, father
of and William Young, the father ̂ Mrs. J.C. Buchanan,
lived where Jamil now lives- Lawyer JtiMm. where 3.Cm> CcUd<vdL
now lives- Rev. J.D.'^H^llough, the father of Mrs. E._ Pagan

'JJ/ )f)^ ̂  i I i ^ , j_T^ 4.T>% *1 O

lived in the present Methodist Parsonage and it was then the Epis
copal Parsonage- Dr. He^f^Neil^.^the^father of Mrs. Joe Rich^^n,
Of Nelson, S.C. lived where J.e'. 'coa^^now liyes-^ Judge W.R. ̂ SBeJt-
son lived in the house now occupied by Dr. R. B. Hanahan. _ D. Wyatt
^^Sn, who first married a sister of H. A. Gaillard and Mrfsfi Ella
Ai-i^nf^ho now is Mrs. R.D. Smart^ Norfolk, Va.lived where W.H.
Flennikin, now resides- The old Methodist Church was a brick build
ing, East Of the present church. : -- - ̂ . father of William Rowe,
lived back of chu^h.

Robert Benthair^oylston< l^ed, where Mrs. Cattie Mobley now
^i^s^til 1856)- ̂  Charles^ghlin, the father of Mrs. Joel Ash-
ford, lived where Jbhn p'^'^thews now lives and t)j^shop was where
the front of the Ho^l Duval now stands and ̂ he^lto^h:^^lived in
brick house^^at stood in the Center of lot where hotel now stands.

James S^Rion li^ved in the house, now occupied by W.A. Hood and
he moved to the Rio^teuse occupied by L.A. Bye in 1859 and the Boyls-
ton house, now the Co'^nial Inn, was built that year (in 1856)-
George W. Parker, the tailor lived where Robt. Crawford now lives-
Old man John McClure lived where Arthur Golden now lives and the big
gully next to house was the public road to Middle-Sex. Joseph



Page six of Reminiscences of Old Winnsboro by Preston Rion

Purcell, brother of Carpenter John, lived where Turner Taylor now

lives— Henry Jacobs lived, where the colored Methodist Parsonage now

is- Luke Rowe, the father of William Rowe lived just back of the Old

Methodist Church, in a house that now belongs to B.J. Emerson- Hiram

Sprinkler .the father of Conductor Wm. Sprinkle lived where Ed Henry

now lives-

When I was a boy, old Davie McDowell sued the town for debt and

din the Town Clock, had it sold and bought it himself- The Phy

sicians of the Town, at that time, were Caleb Clar]^ T.B. Madden,
T.T. Robertson, R.A. Bucha^a-?? and W.E. Aiken-

R.E. Ellison,Sr. was Sheriff and lived in the Jail, W.R.Robert

son was Commissioner in Equity, O.R. Thompson was Clerk of Court and

James Johnston, grandfather of T.L. Johnston, was Ordinary-

Rev. C.B. Betts was Pastor of A.R.P. Church, James Douglass of

Presbyterian,

The Planters Bank of Fairfield, James R. Aiken, President and H.L

Elliott,Sr. , Cashier^ occupied the first flooor, where Winnsboro Bank

now is- and B. Israel had a Dry Goods Store, where D.V.Walker is--

The building now used as a pool Room and Restaurant was David

Aiken's blacksmith shop and Simon Blake was his blacksmith.

^  Dr. James Carlisle was born in house now occupied by Mrs.
-

J.C. Mobl^

Woodward and Randolph occupied the Store house, where John P.

Matthews now has a store and John P. Matthews was their Clerk.

Mr. 0"UaKt'Ldn had a carriage shop where Refo*s store now stands-

Footnotes* 1. The Planters Bank of Fairfield, James R. Aiken, Pres

ident and H.L. Elliott,Sr., Cashier^occupied the first floor, where

Winnsboro Bank now is and B. Israel had a Dry Goods Store, where

D.V. Walker is-

2/1 ' s barber shopwas where the present one is and

he lived upstairs-
,  3. He was a direct descendant of the Earl of Man by his Mother's

s0de-

0)
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importunity of supplication, she 
gained her object.

Searching anxiously through the house, she found the
child in a room in a third story, and lifting him joyfully
in her arms, carried him down, and fled with him to
the spot where her anxious parents were awaiting her
return. 

The shot still flew thickly around her, frequently
throwing up the earth in her way; but protected by the
Providence that watches over innocence, she joined the
rest of the family in safety.* 

The boy saved on this
occasion by the intrepidity of the young girl, was the
late General Fenwick, distinguished for his services in
the last war with Great Britain. "

 Fenwick Place," still
called "Headquarters," was three miles from "Peaceful
Retreat." 

*

•Major Garden, who after the war married Marj Aana Gibbes
nentioas thia intrepid action. There are a few errors in his account 1
he calls the boy who was left, «'a distant relation," and says the
dwelling-house was fired on by the Americans. The accomplished
Jady who communicated the particulars to me, heard them from her
grandmother, Mrs. Gibbes; and the fact that the house was not fired
upon, is attested by a near relative now living. 

The house never
bore any marks of shot; though balls and grape-shot have been often
found on the plantation. 

Again-Garden says the family ««were •
allowed to remain in some of the upper apartments;" and were at
last "ovclcred to quit the premises," implying that they were treated
with some severity a.s prisoners. 

This could not have been the case •
as Mrs. Gibbes constantly asserted that she presided at her own table,
and spoke of the respect and dafcrenco with which she was uniformly
treated by the omcers. Her refusal to yield what she deemed a ri-ht,
ensured civility towards herselfand household.
The family Bible, from which the parentage of General Fenwick

might have been ascertained, was lost during the Revolution, and only
restored to the family in the s
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Some time after these occurrences, when the family
w
e
r
e
 
again inmates of their 

o
w
n
 
h
o
m
e
,
 a
 battle 

w
a
s

fought in a neighboring field. 
W
h
e
n
 the conflict was

over, Mrs. Gibbes sent her servants to search among
the slain left upon the battle-ground, for Robert Barn-
woll, her 

nephew, who 
had not returned. 

Theydis-'
covered 

him 
by part of his 

dress, which one of the
blacks remembered 

having seen 
his mother making.

His face was so covered with wounds, dust and blood,
that 

he could 
not 

he recognised. 
Yet life 

was not
extinct; and under the unremitting care of his aunt and
her young daughter, he recovered. 

His son, Robert W
.

Barnwell, was for some years president, of the South
Carolina College. 

Scenes like these were often witness
ed by the subject of this sketch, and on more than a
few occasions did she suffer acute anxiety on account
of the danger of those dear to her. 

She was accustom
ed to point out the spot where her eldest son, when only
sixteen years old, had been placed as a sentinel, while
British 

vessels 
were 

in 
the river, and 

their fire w
a
s

poured o
n
 him. 

S
h
e
 w
o
u
l
d
 relate h

o
w
,
 with a

 mother's

agony of solicitude, she watched the halls as they struck
the earth around him, while the youthful soldier main
tained his dangerous post, notwithstanding the entrea
ties of an old negro hid 

behind a tree, that he would
leave it. 

Through such trials, the severity of which we
who enjoy the peace so purchased cannot fully estimate,
she exhibited the same composure, and readiness to meet
every emergency, with the same benevolent sympathy
for others. 

During the struggle, while Carolina was
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Reading from left to right front seat -

E. M. Crawford, M. D, Douglas, Jr.
Marion Holley, Alex Williford

Given by: Mrs. Mae Pew Roland
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